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A new-build hotel in New Hampshire
combines old and modermn elements
to fit into its unique surroundings
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uilding a new hotel in an area bordered by a historic mill
district, an area of modern steel and glass construction and a
new baseball field could be a recipe for disaster. But for Rolf
K. Biggers, principal of BMA Architectural Group, the
Hilton Garden Inn Manchester (N.H.) Downtown was a
unique challenge.
Biggers says the first challenge was deciding whether to make the hotel
look like the modern buildings or the old mill buildings.
“We ended up doing a fusion of the two designs,” he says. “We made
the body of the building look like an old mill building, but injected a lot of
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steel and glass elements. Its a brand new building but it looks like a renovat-
ed mill building. The new aspects, the high-tech steel and glass, make the
older parts look newer and the brick made the new aspects look older.”

BMA also handled the interior design of the hotel.

“We couldn’t just plug in the Hilton Garden Inn standards because it
was such a unique project,” Biggers says. “We tried to look for an eclectic
mix of old and new, like you would find in a home. It needed to have that
eclectic look to have reality and relevance. You see in the interior much
what you see in the exterior-fusion of old and new.”

Modern artwork is interspersed with traditional pieces to help give the
hotel a timeless look.

The hotel features wood floors throughout the lobby area, the back of
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ABOVE The boardroom and other meeting and event facilities at the hotel feature
the latest technology, including complimentary high-speed Internet access. BMA
Avrchitectural Group, the hotel’s architect and interior designer, called the building’s
mix of traditional and modern elements “Star Wars meets the pilgrims.” The 100-
percent smoke-free hotel is nine minutes from Manchester Airport.

BELOW The hotel is 25 feet from the outfield wall of Merchantsauto.com Stadium,
the home of the New Hampshire FisherCats minor-league baseball team. Guests
can watch games from their guestroom, the patio or from one of several conference
and function rooms. BMA is adding a new bar on the patio because of the
popularity of the area during games.






